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5 Facts You May Not Know About Lyme Disease in Dogs

Did you know?
An estimated 1 million
dogs in the United
States have been named
the primary beneficiary
in their owner's will.
A cat's tongue is
scratchy because it's
lined with papillae - tiny
backwards hooks that
help to hold prey in
place.
Contrary to popular
belief, dogs do not
sweat by salivating.
They sweat through the
pads of their feet.
A female cat may have
three to seven kittens
every four months. This
is why having your pets
spayed and neutered is
so important.

Special Deals!
Get a free Kong
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and receive a free Kong
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limited and 1 per person.
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1. Lyme disease is on the rise
According to the CDC, there are over 30,000 cases of Lyme disease in
people every year and the incidence
of confirmed Lyme cases has been
increasing since 1993. This may be
due to two major factors:



People are spending more
time outside
Populations of white tail deer
are expanding

Both of these factors increase the likelihood of exposure to
infected ticks.
The prevalence and distribution of Lyme disease in dogs is also on the
rise, says the Companion Animal Parasite Council (CAPC).
You can see how common Lyme disease is in your area by checking
out Pet Health Network’s disease maps.
2. Lyme disease doesn’t come from deer
Lyme disease is transmitted by the so called “Deer Tick” But the deer
plays no role in the disease’s
development. Deer only serve as a
preferred host for the tick. The
Lyme disease organism lives in
mice and small rodents. When ticks
feed on these animals they become
infected carriers. When the tick
next feeds on a susceptible
individual or dog, the organism is
transmitted.
3. Lyme disease takes time to transmit (so be vigilant)
When the tick finds a host, be it dog or human, it attaches itself and
begins feeding on the host’s blood almost immediately. It takes 36-48
hrs for the organism to enter the host and for the host to become
infected with the Lyme organism.
Therefore, it’s a good idea to check yourself and your dog carefully
after spending time outside.
4. Lyme disease is a year-round threat
Although CAPC says there are seasonal variations in tick populations,
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ticks should be considered a year-round threat, as should the diseases
they carry.
Ticks are generally active and feeding in areas where people go for
recreation such as along hiking trails and wherever there is brush for
them to hide in.
5. You should have your dog tested every year
CAPC recommends that you, "Test annually for tick-transmitted
pathogens, especially in regions where pathogens are endemic or
emerging." This test checks for current or prior infection with the Lyme
organism. A positive test result does not tell you if the organism is still
present, how many organisms are present or if the organism is causing
problems in your pet. Before starting any treatment your veterinarian will
likely recommend further testing; particularly if your dog has no
symptoms.
Quick tips to protect your dog from Lyme:
1. Reduce risk of exposure by avoiding areas where ticks might live
such as brushy areas and check your dog thoroughly every day
for ticks. Remember some of the tick larvae you are looking for
may be no larger than a poppy seed.
2. Administer a monthly flea and tick product to kill ticks rapidly and
hopefully use one that repels ticks.
3. Ask your veterinarian about vaccinating your dog against Lyme
disease.
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